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Wooler & District Camera Club 

 

In the winter of 1959 seven local men met in the 

‘back room’ of the Angel Inn in Wooler and de-

cided the town needed a camera club. An inde-

pendent meeting room was required and Father 

Willis, one of the seven, offered the basement of 

the presbytery. Here the club remained until 1971 

when it moved to the community centre hall. 

More recently it moved down Cheviot Street to its 

present base in the Glendale Hall. 

 

The framework of fortnightly winter meeting was set up in those early days and 

still continues today. The major difference in membership from the original 

seven is the club has a large number of successful female photographers as 

members. Membership peaked in the early nineties to about seventy and now is 

in the upper thirties. It is interesting that the age range still stays the same from 

teenager to members in their eighties, although as the average age of the town 

increases so does the proportion of members who are of pensionable age. How-

ever, if the monthly competitions are anything to go by we still have a lot of very 

active photographers. Venues for their photography extend around the World. 

 

Red Squirrel by Mike Allport 

 

Club Spotlight 
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Like all clubs there is a broad spectrum of photographic subjects covered. We 

may slightly lean towards wildlife photography as our current president, John 

Wilson, is a very keen amateur wildlife photographer and encourages others to 

get involved. Other subjects are not ignored and competition subjects this year 

range from ‘People at Work’ to ‘Pathways’. This variety is also reflected in the 

breadth of monthly speakers we have. 

 

The club is constantly trying to evolve; the biggest change in the last few years is 

the move from film to digital. This was met with some resistance from some 

members who took still photographs but with not even a murmur from those 

who translated from movie film to video; perhaps helped by the national suc-

cess of one our members, Cyril Guthrie.   

The club provides a social platform for some of its members but we have tried to 

introduce a more instructive element to some of the meetings. This has been 

extended to informal field trips to places with photographic opportunities. 

 

Like all clubs we are involved in recording community events such as the annual 

Glendale Agricultural Show and in the coming year The Wooler Arts Festival. 

 

Mike Allport (Chairman Wooler Camera Club) 

 

 

Lace and Glass by Pat Young 


