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Club Spotlight 

Whitley Bay Photographic Society  

Whitley Bay Photographic Society has just celebrated its sixtieth year of 
existence, culminating in an impressive exhibition of members’ prints at 
Segedunum Visitor  Centre, Wallsend.  However, the Society actually de-
veloped from the former Whitley Bay Camera Club which began probably 
near the beginning of the twentieth century.  It was suspended during 
the First World War, and in 1919 we know that one of our  former mem-
bers remembered being  elected ‘Junior Lanternist’, - then a great hon-
our! 

 

It was suspended again during the Second World War as film was very 
scarce, but October 21st  1951  saw the start of  Whitley Bay Photo-
graphic Society in its present form.   Mr.  J. L. Gore-Sellon chaired a 
meeting of fellow enthusiasts with a view to "The formation of a group, 
society or association for the advancement of amateur photography in 
this district". 

 

By arrangement with one of the group, our room at 3, Waverley Avenue, 
Monkseaton, was rented and is still our current home after all these 
years.  December 11th 1951 was our opening night, and the headline in 
the local newspaper was "THIRD TIME LUCKY?".   

 

One month after the opening night, we decided to join the Federation.  
Funds were short, so the Secretary wrote requesting honorary member-
ship.  It is not on record how the Federation replied, but by April, the 
Treasurer paid the sum of £3-3-0d to affiliate.  At our first AGM on 1st 
April (!!!) 1952, the club subscription was set at 25 shillings.  By Septem-
ber, membership had risen to 50. 

 

There have been many developments over the years. Black and white 
‘Lantern Slides’ and monochrome prints in general were superseded by 
colour slides, and later when colour print material became easily avail-
able, in the words of a late member ‘Everybody rushed out and photo-
graphed rhododendrons’.  
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Until about 1996 the club produced colour slides and a dwindling  number 
of monochrome and colour prints, but introduction of digital photography 
changed everything. WBPS was one of the first clubs in the area to pro-
duce digital prints, and then to use digital cameras. This year colour slides 
have been dropped from the annual competitions , and members are pro-
ducing  high quality projected images, monochrome and colour prints, 
and audio visual work, which is a popular aspect with our members. In-
deed, we are happy to present a varied club av show to any local commu-
nity group  requesting it.  

 

Several members have received internationally recognised distinctions, 
through acceptances in international exhibitions, and are also members of 
the Royal Photographic Society, and the Photographic Society of America.  
The present membership includes two former Presidents of the Federa-
tion, and some members have also served  on the executive for many 
years, while  there are also several active  Federation judges and lectur-
ers. WBPS has held a variety of exhibitions over the years, several at St. 
Mary’s Lighthouse, and provides prints for areas in North Tyneside Gen-
eral Hospital.  

 

Enjoyment of all aspects of the hobby remains the aim of the Society, and 
the expertise of experienced members is freely available to those who 
only want to achieve maximum pleasure from their cameras. 
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