
Page 13 

My interest in photography began in the autumn 
of 1983. I can be absolutely sure of this because 
of a situation I found myself in. A work colleague, 
who was an amateur photographer, offered to 
take some portraits of my sons. The cost to me, as 
a favour, equated to approximately half of my 
weeks wages at the time. After some thought, I 
said ‘NO CHANCE, I’ll take them myself’. What 
could go wrong? When I arrived home from work I 
told my wife, Margaret, that I would like a camera 
for Christmas. When she got over the initial shock 
she asked me why and I told her the story. She 
agreed to get me a camera but not an overly ex-
pensive one and if I failed in my quest it would be easily sold on. What I 
haven’t mentioned yet is the fact that at this time I was very quiet and 
shy – the guy at the back of the crowd who kept his opinions to himself. 

Jim Welsh 

Celebrity Profile 

Blackrock Cottage — Jim Welsh 
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My very first camera was a Canon AE1 with a 50mm 1.8 lens. Using 
cheap colour film and reading just about every book on the market (most 
of which I still possess) I practised for months photographing anything 
and everything from household ornaments to long suffering family mem-
bers. By this time I had ‘the photographic bug’ but realised that I needed 
practical help. I wanted to learn more and decided that I needed to join a 
camera club. This was a BIG step for me to take but my thirst for knowl-
edge overcame my shyness and I joined Blyth Photographic Society. Thus 
began my photographic education. I was encouraged to try monochrome 
film and built up a darkroom piece by piece. I was also persuaded to try 
transparency film. 

 

 

 

 

Northern Focus 

A Good Days Fishing — Jim Welsh 
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Northern Focus 

By now, I was into photography in a big way and my camera had been 
upgraded to a Canon A1. I also had a selection of lenses including a wide 
angle, telephoto and an image stabiliser zoom lens. Other accessories 
were a Manfroto monopod and tripod, a Canon flash, numerous filters 
and a selection of bags. When I think about it now I would be a lot richer 
if I had paid my colleague to take my sons photos back in 1983 but then 
if I had I would not have had the pleasure of meeting some of the nicest 
people I now call friends over the years. 

 

I am still an active member of Blyth PS and I have also been a member of 
Cambois CC and Morpeth CC. In 1985 I took on the role of Competition 
Secretary of Blyth PS with the intention of holding the post for 3 years. 
After 20 years I passed on the mantle and became President. In 1995 I 
attended my first N.C.P.F. convention in Keswick and enjoyed the week-
end so much I attended every year. In 1998 I was asked if I would con-
sider becoming the N.C.P.F. Social Secretary and take over the running of 
this event. I did this until its demise until 2005. 

Boots & Glenny — Jim Welsh 
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Northern Focus 

 

Around 1995 I bought my first digital SLR camera – Canon EOS 10D. Al-
though digital had been around for a while I waited until the cameras 
produced resembled the film versions. This made the switchover a seam-
less process. The switch to digital also required the purchase of more 
equipment. A monitor, tower, printer, scanners – both flat bed and slide 
etc. etc. etc. (Do you see where this is going?) Back to the drawing board 
– reading books – learning to use a computer – but as my confidence 
grew my photography took off in another direction. Compact flash cards 
replaced film and transparency. I now worked on images using software 
that cost and arm and a leg to buy but sacrifices have to be made. 

 

I have been and N.C.P.F. Competition Judge for a number of years now 
and I love every competition I attend. At present I am the N.C.P.F. North-
ern Area Representative and a member of the Social sub-committee. I am 
also a member of the Judges subcommittee. 

 

 

Monarch of the Glen — Jim Welsh 
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Northern Focus 

At the moment I am happy with the digital equipment I have (much to 
Margaret’s delight). The two things that have never changed in my photo-
graphic journey is Margaret’s 100% support and my desire to capture im-
ages of the present for the future. 

 

 

Newcastle Quayside — Jim Welsh 


