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avid and Hilary Shaw are enthusiastic members of the Sunderland Photographic 
Association where they enjoy the hobby they share.  A hobby which has grown since 

they retired, although photography has been part of their lives almost as long as they can 
remember. 

D 
David's father had a small German folding camera, a Foth Derby, at the beginning of 

WW2 which he used when he could get film.  David was fascinated, and at a very early age 
became involved in the processing and production of the images.  This was the beginning of 
an interest in the taking and making of pictures, as well the collecting of cameras themselves. 

The wonder in the darkroom of the developing image is something quite special, 
moments lost in this new digital age, as is the smell of the chemicals.  Rather like the thrill of 
seeing a roaring belching steam locomotive thundering through a station rattling the platform, 
compared to the clean lean engines of today as they glide gracefully through. 

The first camera club he joined was on Teesside in the 1950's.  Ray Wallace 
Thompson a photographer who gained great acclaim over the years nationally and 
internationally especially in America, was also a member.  They were destined to meet again 
some 50 years later at the Teesside Digital Group! 

It was at this time that David and Hilary met and her first brush with photography was 
as equipment carrier and dark room assistant.  Love is a wonderful thing! 

For David this club experience was short lived as National Service reared its head. 
After marriage, starting a family and a developing career in the Midlands, David and 

Hilary moved to Sunderland in the early 1960's.  Photography again bubbled to the surface, 
and David joined the Sunderland PA.  These were the days when a 'beginner' strove to 
produce 20"x16" black and white prints, flush mounted of course. 

Target shooting had also been a consuming passion for many years and soon it had to 
be a choice, there are only so many hours in a day, and the target shooting won.  He always 
kept in touch with the SPA, but did not become an active member again until the 1980's.  This 
time the bug had well and truly bitten. 

David and Hilary's working lives brought them both into contact with building and 
buildings, and taking photographs for promotional and record purposes was part of the job.  It 
was however in this context a mechanical process with little need to consider the finer points 
of composition and artistic content.  Perhaps that is why Hilary produced a panel of rainwater 
pipes following a trip to Ireland last year (Down and Out in Dingle).  She enjoys making 
images that 'tell a story', and finds patterns and graphic design attractive. 

David has always been interested in natural history.  When their children were young 
he decided to try his hand at raising moon moths.  The tiny pin head sized eggs duly arrived, 
hatching out into small brown caterpillars.  One problem was the supply of food.  They would 
only eat young oak leaves.  Hilary was dispatched to hunt for suitable trees with a child in a 
push chair.  The reason for the child was that many of the branches were too high to reach, but 
a suitably instructed child held aloft was usually successful.  The creatures grew at an 
alarming rate turning from brown to bright green and reaching a full 2" - 3" in length before 
pupating.  The resulting moths were spectacular, as were the photographs.  David was using a 
Hassalblad with bellows at the time. 

During family holidays Hilary was more likely to take a sketch book than a camera, 
although she did take the 'family' shots, especially of the children.  When David rejoined the 
SPA she went along to social events but it wasn't until the 1990's that she joined as a 
participating member.  It was quite a revelation to find that the 'snaps' she had been taking 
could be legitimised by calling them 'grab shots'. 

The first thing David did when he retired was to fit out a Darkroom, purchasing a 
Durst Colour enlarger, and grappled with its complexities.  They even attended a course at the 
Durst headquarters in the UK to learn how to use it.  Hilary was beginning to produce some 
work of her own.  Little did they realise how quickly the digital revolution would gain 
momentum.  A whole new world with a computer each opened up a world with boundless 
possibilities.  Gone were the days of 'fights' for time in the darkroom. 



They are both enthusiastic print makers, Hilary enjoys the challenge of competitions, 
David sees them as a necessary evil making him produce work!  He is still interested in 
natural history, particularly recently enjoying the bird photography which has been possible in 
Costa Rica and Iceland. 

People pictures are a challenge, especially the more informal 'street' type of image. 
 Perhaps that is why they have enjoyed the Goth Weekends in Whitby where people want to 
be photographed, but it is an area that does not come naturally! 

They have both entered national and international competitions with success, although 
this has slipped a bit during the last two years as moving house and the consequent 
renovations have temporarily taken over. 

Hilary's most satisfying win was the first time she won a monthly club competition, 
and Arnold Hubbard was the first person to congratulate her.  David was thrilled to win a 
medal with his first entry into the South Shields International, and pleased to have work 
accepted in the Edinburgh Salon. 

They have been lucky to have had the opportunity to travel extensively for 'work' as 
well as holidays.  This has offered insights into a number of cultures, including the rain 
forests, deserts and wildlife of Africa to the bustling metropolises of Hong Kong and 
Bangkok; the wilds of the Gobi Desert in Mongolia, the Thar Desert in NW India to the idyllic 
and romantic Indian Ocean island of Mauritius; and China in all its diversity. 

Currently they both use Nikon equipment, which means lenses can be shared, which 
is particularly useful when travelling and weight is critical.  A few years ago when travelling 
in Northern Botswana they flew to a small island in the Okovango Delta in a 5 seater Cessna 
plane.  There was very limited room for baggage.  Camera equipment was non-negotiable, so 
it meant that a small holdall between them was the only other bag they could take.  It is 
amazing how little it is possible to manage with.  Luckily there were only two other people 
plus two 'guides' on the island where camping was basic.  There was no dressing up! 

David and Hilary have held most positions in the Club currently being Programme 
Secretary and Competition Print Secretary respectively. 

During the last ten years they have submitted work to the PAGB and the RPS for 
distinctions and have been successful.  They have also become involved with the RPS 
Regional Organisation.  They are members of the United Photographic Postfolios of Great 
Britain, which makes contacts throughout the country and access to different styles and ideas. 

"Photography is a hobby that has brought us great pleasure, excitement and 
challenges.  It has most importantly introduced us to many friends who, sharing the same 
obsession, can understand the joy of that intensely personal and private moment when you are 
alone looking through the camera lens at an image that you know is great.... and the pleasure 
of sharing experiences and techniques.  Long may it continue.  Thank you for giving us this 
opportunity to share some of our photographic lives with you." 
David and Hilary Shaw 


