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Diary 
2010 
Sept 
9 R.P.S.;  “World Wide Wanderings” by Willy Suys MFIAP from    

Luxembourg at  St. Oswald’s C.C.,  Glanwin Road,  Grindon,      
Sunderland at 7.30pm. 

13 R.P.S.;  “World Wide Wanderings” by Willy Suys MFIAP from    
Luxembourg  at Methodist Church Hall, Brompton, Northallerton at 
7.30pm. 

14 R.P.S.;  “World Wide Wanderings” by Willy Suys MFIAP from    
Luxembourg at Cross House C.C., Ryton Village at 7.30pm. 

15 R.P.S.;  “World Wide Wanderings” by Willy Suys MFIAP from    
Luxembourg  at  Edinburgh PS,  68 Great King Street,  Edinburgh at 
7.30pm. 

16 R.P.S.;  “World Wide Wanderings” by Willy Suys MFIAP from    
Luxembourg at Paisley P.C.,  34 Findhorn, Erskine at 7.30pm. 

26 R.P.S.;  Licentiateship Panel, Backworth Hall, Backworth           
10am to 4pm..  Booking essential. 

Oct 
11 R.P.S.;  “Whether to Photograph and What” by Dr Ann Miles FRPS at 

Northallerton. 
12 R.P.S.;  “A Passion for Nature” by Dr Ann Miles FRPS at Hexham 

7.45pm. 

(Continued on Inside Back Cover) 

NORTHERN FOCUS 
Official magazine of Northern Counties Photographic Federation. 
Serving the North of England. 
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 25 Thorntree Drive,   West Monkseaton,   Whitley Bay 
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Opinions expressed in articles are those of the authors and do not           
necessarily reflect the official view of the Federation. 
Material for inclusion in the next issue should be sent to the editor by the 
17th of December 2010 at the latest. 
Web version of magazine available at www.northernfocus.co.uk 
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I ’ve been sitting in front of my computer for what seems like a long time   
trying to work out how to begin my first “President’s Piece” and all of a  

sudden I seem to have done it.  

Amazing how quickly time passes.  It is now three months since I was 
elected and this is the first opportunity I’ve had to express in writing my thanks 
to the Past President, John Smith, for all his support and the example he set in 
chairing meetings with fairness and above all good humour.  John is a hard act 
to follow;  however I hope to be able to emulate his skills over the next couple 
of years. 

I think it was only in the lead up to becoming President that I fully      
realised what a tremendous amount of unsung, unpaid work is undertaken by 
the members of the NCPF Executive.  One of my goals as President is to see 
that this dedication is fully recognised and understood by the Clubs and        
Societies who make up the Northern Counties Federation.  In doing so I hope 
to encourage more volunteers to emerge and help the work of the Federation in 
the future. 

One of the issues raised at the AGM in March was what exactly does the 
NCPF do to benefit the members?  The Executive was very concerned about 
this apparent lack of understanding,  so a special sub committee has been      
established to investigate how we can more effectively communicate with and 
serve members. 

It is only when you start counting up the services provided for the      
subscription that you get an appreciation of how much is achieved.  I don’t 
want to bore you with every little detail but some of the major benefits are as 
follows. 

The local and national directories used by every club and society to find 
speakers and judges;  the NCPF Annual Competitions, which cost over £1,000 
to run; Judges Seminars; Northern Focus (both hard copy and web based); all 
the trophies, ribbons and awards for competitions; financial and administrative 
support to Area Groups; the NCPF website; circulation of club and area events; 
discounted insurance; access to PAGB competitions; not forgetting the behind 
the scenes admin to organise and run those events for which a charge may have 
to be made. 

It all adds up to a lot of effort, largely by members of the Executive and 
a small band of enthusiastic club members who regularly help out at the       
Annual Club Competitions. 
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All of this is set against a background of rising costs for room hire, 
judge’s fees, postage and reassuringly, a significant increase in the number of 
entries for competitions, which have gone up by 65% in the past few years, 
largely due to the popularity of digital photography. 

So what has the Executive been doing since the AGM?  Well, it has been 
agreed that this year’s Presentation Event will be free of charge and it will 
move to a Sunday afternoon in the hope that more award winners and          
supporters will attend.  We are revising the layout of the annual budget to     
ensure greater clarity and understanding of where your money actually goes, 
and also revising and updating the constitution in time for acceptance at the 
next AGM.  Again this is to give a better understanding of how the NCPF     
operates. We also hope to be able to run more of our competitions free of 
charge for the benefit of participating clubs.  Lastly, whilst we know our    
website is much used and appreciated it currently relies totally on two          
Executive Members providing all the internet services free of charge.  In order 
to develop this essential service we hope to be able to invest in a professionally 
developed and maintained website in future, and costs for this are currently  
being sought. 

Several of these proposals cannot be achieved from within our existing 
income.  They may have to be funded through our reserves and from a first  
call on any profits made by the NCPF International.  Anyway it is a touch          
premature to look into these areas just yet, but we hope to be able to bring you 
further details in the near future. 

I hope you can see that we are a very busy Executive,  relying totally on 
a limited number of volunteers.  There are currently two vacancies and four 
members who are holding down two jobs,  so can I make a plea that,  if you are 
interested in influencing the future of the NCPF,  you contact me for further 
information?  Similarly it would be wonderful if more volunteers could come 
forward to help out during the judging and selection events for the NCPF; 
again if you’ve a few hours to spare I would love to hear from you. 

As always if you have any queries or concerns about the NCPF I would 
be delighted to hear from you or you can contact your Area Representative on 
the Executive, whose details are in the handbook. 

Until the next issue, take care and enjoy whatever weather the summer 
throws at us. 

Richard Speirs DPAGB, PE2* 
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NCPF SUB COMMITTEES 
Competitions –   

Jane Black (Chairman),  Cliff Banks,   Joseph Duffy,   John Gilkerson,   
Chris Morton,    Brian Pearson,   Alan Porrett. 

Courses –  
Lionel Bryan (Chairman),   Joseph Duffy,   David Ord,   Vince Rooker,   
John Smith,   Richard Speirs,   Jim Welsh,   Margaret Welsh. 

Finance –  
Richard Speirs (Chairman),   Jane Black,   Dave Coates,   Pax Garabedian,  
Ian Woodley,   Peter Yearnshire. 

International Exhibition – 
Jane Black (Chairman),   Cliff Banks,   Dave Coates,   John Gilkerson,   
Vince Rooker,   Ian Woodley. 

Judges –  
John Smith (Chairman),   Jane Black,   Pax Garabedian,   Alan Porrett,  
David Richardson,   Richard Speirs. 

ANNUAL CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP 

T he N.C.P.F. Annual Club Championship will be held at the Harraton  
Community Centre, Bonemill Lane, Washington, NE38 8BQ on             

13 February 2011.  Entry to the Championship will now be free, to member 
clubs, to bring it inline with the Annual Competitions. 

It is intended to use email to distribute the information and entry sheets, 
thereby saving postage costs.  The revised entry sheets will be suitable for    
filling out on-screen.  This will enable Club Competition Secretaries to copy 
and paste information instead of having to write it out three times.  For the PDI 
competition the completed form files can be saved onto the CD containing the 
Image Bank files.  For the Prints it will be necessary to print out two sheets to 
hand in with your prints on the day. 

The Championship is a great day out, seeing the top images in the     
Federation.  Hopefully your club will take part in the event, but even if they do 
not it is worth coming along as a spectator to be inspired by the pictures on  
display. 

Alan Porrett ARPS,AFIAP,DPAGB,APAGB 
Competitions Officer—Championship 
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PENRITH & DISTRICT CAMERA CLUB 

F ounded in 1980 as Cumbria Constabulary Camera Club, there was also a 
Penrith Natural History and Photographic Society which folded in 1987.  

Membership of the CCCC expanded among the public and it became Penrith 
and District Camera Club, meeting weekly in the winter at Penrith’s Quaker 
Meeting House on Wednesdays at 7.30 pm.  There is a full programme by 
guest speakers and members as well as competitions (not too many) from   
September to April.  More recently introduced is a summer programme of 
monthly social evenings and a series of location shoots, with visits to shows 
and events around the area.  In March 2010 20 members travelled to Alnmouth 
Northumberland for photography in an area famed for its coast, castles and rich 
heritage. 

Another innovation is a series of Special Interest Groups.  The Photo  
Forum allows members to present work for a lively exchange of ideas;        
anything goes, from making simple albums to the production of one-off bound 
books, greetings cards, panels of work, posters, etc.  The Audio-Visual Group 
has an evening meeting every month or so, producing audio-visuals with     
music, poetry, commentary and sound effects using Pictures.to.Exe or           
Pro Show Gold.  AV shows are staged around Penrith and its hinterland, and 
members participate in the RPS Northern AV Group meetings.  The Awards 
Group holds evening meetings to help members with their distinctions such as 
awarded by the Royal Photographic Society and Photographic Alliance of 
Great Britain.  Several members have achieved success with their submissions, 
and a number gain acceptances and awards for international competitions and 
exhibitions.  Penrith Contemporary Archives Group has been formed to record 
images of the historic market town and its built environment as it moves 
through a period of considerable change over the next years.  A grant has been 
applied for to cover volunteer’s expenses and to support a series of exhibitions. 

Photography is changing rapidly, with so many ways to communicate 
pictures to the public, friends and family using the computer, the TV, the  
Internet and email, photoframes, as well as CDs, DVDs, pen drives, iPods, over 
and above websites, traditional prints and slides, digitally printed albums and 
photobooks.  Digital cameras and printers become obsolete at an alarming rate, 
novel and extraordinary features emerging with each new model causing huge 
‘must have’ pressure on practising photographers.  All this, with evolving  
technology, can be carried out in the home environment.  The Club has        
embraced change with enthusiasm and aims to keep up with all that is feasible 
without undue expense.  Competition classes for projected digital images were 
introduced in 2009; sadly for some, there are now no colour slide entries. 
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Exhibitions have been staged at Rheged Discovery Centre and Penrith 
Museum, and there is an Annual Exhibition held in Penrith Library.  The Club 
has been awarded grants by Eden Arts, the Eden District Council Millennium 
Fund, and twice from the Lottery Fund ‘Awards for All’ scheme for           
community groups.  The latter has funded comprehensive digital photographic 
equipment including laptop computer, digital projector, printers, compact   
camera, flat-bed scanner, other ancillaries, a PA system, and photographic  
software including Adobe Photoshop CS3 and Elements 7 as well as             
expendables.  All this helps members to develop ‘digital darkroom’ skills, and 
enables the Club to stage public workshops on digital photography and to take 
picture shows to charities, voluntary, and community groups around East  
Cumbria. 

As a result of the stimulus of digital photography, ambitious extensions 
of its activities, greater publicity and launching the website 
www.penrithcameraclub.co.uk, as well as running public workshops and giving 
picture and AV shows, the Camera Club has more than doubled its            
membership to over sixty over the past few years.  Among its members are six 
NCPF approved competition judges including inter-club, national and           
international levels.  Inter-club competitions are held with other local clubs, the 
Club hosts NCPF and Royal Photographic Society events, and participates 
fully in NCPF competitions and workshops.   

The largest such event involves all eight clubs of the Western Area of 
the NCPF, consisting of a projected image and print battle.  The Club came 
first in the projected images segment in the 2008 event.  As befits the 30th   
Anniversary year, the Club will be hosting the event in 2010 and has been able 
to secure the excellent Player’s Theatre as the ideal location. 

The Club welcomes all members, guests and visitors.  The atmosphere is 
informal, friendly and there is always someone to help with any problem, 
whether as a beginner to photography or an experienced member struggling 
with digital challenges.  Refreshments are served at each evening’s event, with 
the opportunity to talk to the speaker, judge or fellow members.  The website 
has been designed to give an impression of what we are and what we do.  Our 
motto could well be “Come along and meet us!”  The Secretary, Lisa Smith, is 
contactable on 01768 862169 and email  lsmith.pcc@btinternet.com.   

Thanks to email the Club has established links with Penrith RSL Camera 
Club near Sydney Australia, and Whangarei Photographic Society in North  
Island New Zealand, exchanging examples of members’ work using CDs.  
These have proved stimulating, with ideas being adopted by all three clubs, and 
there is always something to learn. 
 

Chairman: Peter Koch-Osborne CPAGB,   Secretary: Lisa Smith. 
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NORTHERN AREA INTER-CLUB COMPETITION 

B lyth Photographic Society hosted the Northern Area Inter-Club Theme 
Competition (DPI) on Thursday 11 March 2010. 
Leo Palmer, FRPS,FPSA,EFIAP,APAGB, of Hexham officiated as the 

‘Image Evaluator’ and did a sterling job.  He gave a thorough appraisal of each 
image, culminating in a successful outcome for the eventual winners, Cambois. 
(It was a close event). 

Congratulations to Cambois, this is the Third Inter-Club Competition 
they have won this season. 

The scores were:- 
1st Cambois 274 2nd Alnwick 268 3rd Morpeth 264 4th Blyth 252 
5th Wooler 250 6th Amble 237 7th Ashington 235. 

Congratulations must also be given to the three individuals who scored a 
maximum of thirty points with their images. 
 Keith Suddaby of Morpeth with Minimalistic Interior, 
 Ian Sweet of Cambois with Dunstanburgh Castle, 
 Bob Turner of Morpeth with The Great Escape. 
 

Lynda Parker 
Competition Secretary 
Blyth Photographic Society. 

NORTH TYNE INTERCLUB PROJECTED       
IMAGES COMPETITION 

T he North Tyne Digital Projected Images Competition was held on 26 
March 2010 at Tynemouth Photographic Society, the Judge was Vince 

Rooker ARPS, DPAGB, EFIAP, APAGB, of Morpeth. 
The scores were: 
Tynemouth 205 Gosforth 203 Whitley Bay 193 
Ponteland 189 Wallsend 165. 
The winning image was “All About Light” by Peter Buckton of Gosforth CC.  

Howard Wilson, 
Tynemouth P.S. 
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CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE AT CAMERA CLUBS 

A ll camera clubs must ensure that any children or young people (under the 
age of 18 years) are accompanied by a responsible adult, e.g. a family 

member.  This is a requirement of the insurance cover.  

We are sure that all members would welcome young photographers to a 
club and hope that they really enjoy an evening’s entertainment at the club. 

The young ones are the future of our wonderful hobby of photography. 
We hope that they can enjoy taking an active part in club activities.. 

Editor 

SOUTH TYNE AREA PRINT COMPETITION 
2010  

T he Annual Area Print Competition was held at Gateshead CC on 25     
February when six clubs each entered six prints.  A large attendance, 

which practically filled the hall was on hand to hear the Judge Vince Rooker 
ARPS, DPAGB, EFIAP,APAGB, give a detailed analysis of the entries. 

The result was: 
Hexham 164 Ryton 150 Whickham 143 
Gateshead 139 South Shields 127 Winlaton 123 

The Best Print, the only one to get 30, was Fox Cubs by Graham Dixon 
of Hexham PS. 

The 2011 Event will be hosted by Whickham PC on 25 February when 
the Judge will be Arnold Hubbard FRPS, EFIAP, APAGB. 
 

Trevor Walters, APAGB 
Area Representative 
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HONOURS FOR CLUB CHAIRMAN 

A t the Ponteland Photographic Society's AGM in mid April, two honours 
were conferred on the outgoing Chairman, Professor Arthur Covington. 
In recognition of his 31 years in charge, Arthur was elected as an     

Honorary President of the Society, and for his dedicated and outstanding      
service, the Photographic Alliance of Great Britain conferred on him APAGB 
status.  Members were delighted that his contribution had been recognised    
nationally.  

The presentation was made by Ponteland's new Chairman, Mike Sadler, 
who reported on the conclusion of another very successful season, with     
membership numbers holding up well and next year's programme already in 
place.  Ponteland will be hosting the North Tyne inter-club Prints Competition 
on Monday 29 November, to be judged this year by Jim Welsh LRPS,CPAGB 
from Blyth. 

For more information on the Society's activities, visit the website 
at www.pontelandphotographicsociety.co.uk.  

Mike Sadler 
Chairman 

HONOUR FOR VINCE  

M orpeth Camera Club's  AGM, held on 25th May, had a big surprise in 
store for its current Chairman, Vince Rooker ARPS,DPAGB,EFIAP,APAGB.  
Vince has been a mainstay of Morpeth Camera Club for many years, 

holding many posts and positions of responsibility.  
Over the last 44 years he has spent:- 

 8 years as Chairman 
 4 years as Vice-chairman 
 4 years as Competition Secretary 
 9 years as Programme Secretary 
 4 years as Publicity Secretary 
 21 years as the Club's NCPF delegate 

At the AGM it was decided unanimously as a token for all the years that 
he has spent in service to the Club to elect Vince as Life President of Morpeth 
Camera Club. 

Congratulations Vince. 
Dave Bisset, 
Secretary 
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N.C.P.F. ANNUAL CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP 
Sunday 13th February 2011 

At Harraton  Community Centre, 
Bonemill Lane, Washington, NE38 8BQ 

Come and see the best pictures from the Federation Clubs 

GEORGE KITCHEN’S NEW LECTURE 

A  year or more ago I prepared a completely new lecture/demonstration for 
inclusion in the NCPF and PAGB lists, although, perhaps unwisely, I   

retained a previous title.  It seemed to go down very well, especially after a bit 
of polishing and I received many requests for written details of the methods 
which I demonstrated, sometimes running into double figures from a single 
club. 

However, I found that I had more material than I could comfortable    
accommodate and even after some pruning I was always under time pressure.  
In view of this, I have decided to split the material into two sections and to   
include an additional topic. 

I wish to offer the revised material under a new title for 2010-11 
(replacing “The Print on the Wall”). 

Darkroom Principles for Digital Practice 

Part 1 Colour and Tonal Adjustment (including a new method for dodge and 
burn). 

Part 2  More Advanced Colour and Tone in Photoshop and RAW. 

Both sections are working demonstrations using a laptop and digital  
projector and detailed written information and practice images will be made 
available on request. 

For clubs that I have already visited there will be a modified version of 
Part 2, designed to blend, as well as possible with the original presentation. 

George Kitchen DPAGB, EFIAP. 
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WHICH IS THE BEST PICTURE? 

T hat is the Million Dollar question and of course there is no answer to it.  
Everyone will have their own opinion, but that is all it is, an opinion.  If 

there is a general consensus among a number of photographers then that is a 
better indication than just one person declaring a particular image as being “the 
best”.  It is important for all of us to remember that there is no way of coming 
up with a definitive winner.  Unlike a race where someone clearly crosses the 
finishing line first, we do not have that clear cut result. 

When a club books a judge for one of their competitions they are in     
effect asking that person to his or her opinion about the pictures.  Sometimes 
after a competition you hear mutterings about “the judge got it wrong”.             
I would suggest that the judge never gets it wrong.  How can they, since it is 
their opinion that they are giving they should surely know what that opinion is.  
What the dissenters actually mean is “I do not agree with the judges’ opinion”.  
If the majority of spectators disagree with the judge then perhaps his/her choice 
was not the most appropriate one.  Generally, though I admit not always, you 
find that most experienced photographers would put the same group of pictures 
at the top though not in precisely the same order. 

Major competitions and exhibitions usually use a panel of at least three 
judges.  This helps to reduce the effect of any subjectivity by the judges and 
ensures that at least three people agree with the result. 

It is understandable that club members sometimes feel disappointed or 
even aggrieved when their picture does not achieve the result they hoped for.  
You must remember that your pictures generally have a personal content.  
They may for instance remind you of a particularly good day you spent at a  
location or of a happy family occasion.  However the judge does not have that 
emotional link with the image and has to assess it purely on the visual content 
not the sentimental content.  This is sometimes the reason why a picture does 
not meet your expectations and something you should consider before         
condemning the judge.  Sometimes we hear comments such as “that picture has 
been accepted in three Internationals and it did not even get a highly           
commended at the club”.  Fair comment, but, bear in mind that normally about 
20% of entries in Internationals get accepted and whilst quite a lot of time is 
spent selecting the award winners the rest of the acceptances are determined by 
split second decisions.  The judges do not have the amount of time to study the 
pictures that a club judge normally gets.  Therefore a picture with immediate 
impact but some minor defect might do well in the International but drop down 
somewhat at the club when the judge has time to take in all the minor details. 
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The type of picture can also affect it’s result.  There are many pictures 
which are more or less traditional and would be likely to appeal to most judges, 
but perhaps not over excite them.  These images are likely to achieve fairly 
consistent results, but are less likely to make it to the top.  However a really 
different or creative image is likely to attract much more varied opinion.  It 
could really excite one judge but fail to have any impact on another.  This type 
of picture could easily win one competition and be near the bottom in another.  
If you take the safe option route then you are likely to get good results quite 
often but less likely to grab the top places.  The more radical type of picture is 
likely to either win or die, but less likely to get the mid positions as it will 
probably be either loved or hated by the judge. 

This is all part of the fascination of photography, trying to catch the    
attention of the judge and then hold their interest with your image.  If winning 
trophies is your prime objective then you should consider moving to some 
other type of activity where there is a definite winner.  However if your interest 
is in photography you should enjoy seeing other people’s pictures and hearing 
comments about all the pictures in the competition and learning from those 
comments. 

Judges are not Gods and they do not have superhuman powers (well not 
all of us anyway).  Their strength lies in the experience they have.  Most have 
been involved in photography for many years and have taken an active part in 
that photography.  Everyone learns from seeing other peoples pictures and 
hearing comments.  You should not accept comments as being gospel, but 
rather as something to provoke thought.  The judge might say that your picture 
would be improved by removing some sky.  Don’t rush home and cut off the 
sky, think about it.  If you realise that judge has a good point then fine change 
your picture and you will be even more happy with it.  However, if after     
consideration you feel that the picture is better the way you presented it then 
keep it that way, it’s your picture and has to please you. 

It is vital that we remember that Club Photography is a hobby.  The    
important thing is to produce pictures that we enjoy and if others also enjoy 
them that is a welcome bonus.  Photography should be fun so do not get too 
worked up over competitions.  Entering competitions to further your       
knowledge is a good way to improve your images.  We can all learn from other 
peoples comments and we never stop learning until the day our shutter finger 
gives up the ghost.  Remember there is no one who knows it all, we are all 
striving to improve our standards and competitions are one way of doing that. 

Enjoy you photography. 

Alan Porrett ARPS,AFIAP,DPAGB,APAGB 
(For and on behalf of the Judges Sub-Committee) 
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EVENTS 
A s Courses Organiser, I feel that it is timely to up-date members on the current 

work and policy of the Events Sub-Group. 
We have committed the Group to promote events involving more member   

participation, providing the opportunity to share all our thoughts on our hobby, learn 
more from high achievers in photography and of course,  benefit socially. 

In an endeavour to raise the profile of our Annual Award winners, this year the 
event will be staged at 2.30pm, Sunday, 14th.November, in the ‘Tyne Suite’ at     
Newcastle Novotel.  The hotel’s bar will be open immediately prior to the event and 
naturally, for those wishing to complete the day, lunch may be pre-booked (0191 232 
0303).  In addition to the trophy winners, the afternoon will be free to all               
photographers from NCPF Clubs and their friends and family:  all must register in  
advance, on a ‘first come, first served’ basis due to limited accommodation.  Light 
refreshments are included at the close of the event providing time to meet the winners 
over a tea or coffee. (see advert. on adjacent page in this issue or data on the Events 
page of the NCPF web-site) 

It is hoped that the change of ‘time, day and venue’  from the traditional      
Friday evening, will facilitate easier and more comfortable access for all attending. 

Following the ‘sell-out’ of our ‘2010 Spectacular’,  arrangements are complete 
for our ‘2011’ event, which will take place on Sunday, 30th January at the same venue.  
(see advert. or web-site). 

Due to our early planning of the event, we have been extremely fortunate in 
securing two superb presenters for our morning and afternoon sessions. 

Dr. Guy J. Brown, FRPS,DPAGB will feature ‘Monochrome – ‘from darkroom 
to digital’ (mostly digital monochrome work, but a few darkroom prints for          
comparison too) and in the afternoon; ‘High dynamic range (HDR) digital             
photography’ (a digitally projected tutorial on HDR)  followed by a print show,      
including his FRPS panel) 

Rikki O’Neill FRPS,MPAGB,EFIAP presentations will be in the form of two, 
Digital Projected  Images and/or Prints entitled 'Vision One' and 'Two'. 

Despite ever increasing costs, the ticket price has yet again been held at £25 
including lunch and free parking (or £13 excluding lunch).  Early reservation is    
definitely advisable, to avoid disappointment. 

Should you wish to ‘make a weekend of it’ in Newcastle, take advantage of 
Saturday night at Novotel at the specially negotiated rate of £60 for double/twin room, 
en-suite incl. breakfast for two! 0191 214 0303 

Finally, the Group are seeking to stage a whole day (or even week-end) event, 
during what for many clubs is the ‘Summer closed season’ as there would appear to 
be a demand from members for such an occasion.  Your ideas and suggestions from 
clubs or individual members would be extremely welcome as soon as possible if we 
are to think about 2011.  Your e-mails to: lionel.bryan@madasafish.com - or calls to 
01665 714788, would be well received.  

Lionel Bryan 
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To photographers who have gained distinctions recently:- 

  EFIAP Platinum - Sandy Furniss, Northallerton 
  EFIAP Gold   - Dave Coates, Northllerton 

EFIAP Bronze - Paula Davies, Stokesley 
 - Tony Potter, West Cumbria 
EFIAP - Pax Garabedian, Carlisle 
 - Eileen Rees 
AFIAP - Dennis Balmer, Carlisle 
 - Graham Dean 
 - Keith Greggain 
 - Bas Montgomery, West Cumbria 
 - Bill Stephens, Cramlington 
 - Margaret Stephens, Cramlington 
 - Graeme Webb, West Cumbria 
 - John Williams, Penrith 
 - Kate Wilmer, West Cumbria  
A.P.A.G.B. - Arthur Covington, Ponteland 
 - Chris Rowley, Carlisle  
C.P.A.G.B. - Pamela Graham, Penrith 

Congratulations to these photographers and to any others that I have 
not yet heard about.  If you have recently gained a distinction or know of 
a friend who has achieved an award, please let me know so that I can        
include it in a future edition of the magazine. Editor 

CONGRATULATIONS TO SANDY 

C ongratulations to Sandy Furniss of Northallerton who is the first          
photographer in the NCPF to achieve an EFIAP Platinum from FIAP for 

his outstanding achievements in International Exhibitions successes, very well 
done Sandy. 

Editor 
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ANNUAL CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP 
Dear Editor, 

Once again a thoroughly good day at Washington for the Club       
Championships ended with the spectacle of the judges awarding one of their 
number a trophy.  

Some are not comfortable with judges drawn from competing clubs, but 
this needs to be considered within the context of the overall objective of the 
day – to identify the strongest clubs to represent NCPF in the national      
championships.  However, the individual awards are not a part of this process. 

Not only are judges able to award the trophies to each other but the rules 
advantage them.  Each judge can award between 2 & 5 giving a total score of 
between 6 & 15. Judges do not score their own work but are awarded the      
average of the other two.  However, the system cannot cope with half marks, so 
where the other judges are one mark apart the score is rounded up.  Four is 
awarded far more often than five, so most of the preferred work will achieve 13 
(4,4,&5) rather than 14 (4,5,&5), unless it belongs to a judge. A 4 & 5 will be 
rounded up to 14 and ensure the judge is short listed for a trophy, but it gets 
worse. 

The fourteens are usually a modest pile, but only a tiny handful achieve 
the maximum of 15 (5,5,&5), so even if two judges award a 5 it is obvious that 
the third is most likely to give a 4, unless the third is a judge.  The rounding up 
ensures a judge will get three 5’s and a round of applause, even if he/she 
misses out on the trophy.  The system provides that individual trophies are 
awarded after discussion between the three judges.  If one withdraws as an   
interested party a majority decision is not possible, and what will happen if two 
judges have work short listed? 

I think it is time that the NCPF Executive put an end to this, or at least 
published their rational for allowing it.  For judges to share trophies among 
themselves might be unique, not only in the field of photography.  It is not a 
part of the selection process for the National Championship, and hard to        
believe that judges demand this.  In a bad year they could go away with all 
three individual trophies! 

Roy Elwood FRPS, EFIAP, MPAGB 
 
The Competition Sub-Committee had a meeting immediately after the 

event and decided that photographic work by any of the Judges will not be    
eligible for an individual award.  This new rule was implemented before the 
letter of complaint was received. 

Editor 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO ROD 

C ongratulations to Rod Wheelans, Hon PAGB, MPAGB,MFIAP,FRPS of   
Dumfries who has been awarded the J.S. Lancaster Medal, which is the 

PAGB’s highest award for meritorious service and confers the appellation 
Hon.PAGB to holders of this award. 

Editor 

CONTACTING THE CORRECT PERSON 

I f club members have a query regarding a Federation activity will they please 
contact the appropriate Federation Officer and not the Secretary or Publicity 

Officer, who would have to pass the query on thereby wasting time. 

When the Publicity Officer circulates information sheets for clubs he 
cannot be expected to know additional details about the event.  Please address 
any queries to the originating club. 

Editor 



 N.C.P.F. Hon.Secretary 
 Mr Ian Woodley 
 1 Bavington Road,  Seaton Delaval,  Whitley Bay,  NE25 0JJ 

 0191-2377581  email  ian.woodley@talktalk.net  

Oct (cont) 
13 R.P.S.;  “A Passion for Nature” by Dr Ann Miles FRPS at Alnwick. 
14 R.P.S.;  “A Passion for Nature” by Dr Ann Miles FRPS at Gateshead. 
15 R.P.S.;  “Whether to Photograph and What” by Dr Ann Miles FRPS at 

Washington 7.45pm. 
Nov 
2 R.P.S.;  Judy Boyle FRPS,FIPF at Hexham 7.45pm. 
3 R.P.S.;  Judy Boyle FRPS,FIPF at Alnwick 7.30pm. 
4 R.P.S.;  Judy Boyle FRPS,FIPF at Keswick 7.30pm. 
5-7 R.P.S.;  Lake District Weekend at the Glenridding Hotel, Ullswater.  

Lecturers:-  Judy Boyle FRPS,FIPF, Alan Hayward FRPS, Les Ayres 
ARPS, Peter Freeman. 

14 N.C.P.F.;  Presentation Event at the Novotel, Newcastle upon Tyne at 
2.30p.m. 

24 N.C.P.F.;  South Tyne Area Projected Images Competition at Wylam CC 

29 N.C.P.F.;  North Tyne Area Print Competition at Ponteland 

2011 
Jan 
4 Winlaton CC;  Charlie Waite at West End Social Club, Winlaton. For 

ticket information email winlatoncc@yahoo.co.uk and please enter 
Charlie Waite in the subject box. 

11 Ryton CC;  Exhibition at Gibside (until 11 Feb) 
30 N.C.P.F.;  Spectacular at the Novotel, Newcastle upon Tyne 
Feb 
13 N.C.P.F.;  Annual Club Championship at Washington 
25 N.C.P.F.;  South Tyne Area Print Competition at Whickham PC 
Mar 
13 N.C.P.F.;  Annual General Meeting 

(Continued from Inside Front Cover) 
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