
Cambois Camera Club (Published Feb 2011) 

n the face of it, Cambois, and certainly Cambois in the nineteen fifties would seem to be 
an unlikely place to establish a camera club.  Wartime austerity combined with an 

industrial urban area would have offered little in the way of gentle landscape or historic 
buildings.  There was the River Blyth of course, with ships calling to take on coal, and fishing 
boats moored in the basin as well as being tied up at various jetties.  Perhaps these were the 
everyday sights that persuaded the founder members to hold their first meeting in June 1950. 

O 

Only about four people attended the first few meetings in a hut owned by Cambois 
Rowing Club.  However, on the 8th of September 1950 following a request from various 
members of the public a talk on photography was held in the British Legion hut.  Mr. J R 
Fenwick, one of the early members gave a demonstration and talk entitled,” Photography and 
Printing in a Pie Dish”, on this occasion twenty people attended.  Mr Fenwick had been in the 
Royal Air Force during the Second World War, being employed in reconnaissance.  He 
developed and printed his own work and this may have been the reason why the talk and 
demonstration was so popular, so popular in fact that it was decided to form, Cambois Camera 
Club. 

On the 7th of May 1951 Cambois Camera Club opened its first season at the Rowing 
Club HQ at West Dock, as there was running water available for developing and printing.  A 
few months later, some land owned by the local Cooperative Society was up for sale, and after 
some negotiation, was bought by the original trustees,  Mr T H Douglas,  Mr G Dally,  Mr J D 
Rump,  and Mr E R Thirlwell, on behalf of the club.  A receipt exists dated, 29th of May 1952 
for £33.10s.0d.;  this was for the land plus legal costs.  A conveyance document dated 8th 
September 1952 allowed the members to begin planning their future club house. 

The priority was to raise money.  This was done mainly by the wives of the members 
who organised jumble sales, and used the local Institute for dances and beetle drives.  The 
men ran domino cards, and a considerable amount of money was raised by the Cambois 
Women’s Institute choir and drama group.  

Even though they had planned to build the club house themselves it was still an 
expensive undertaking.  The Trustees obtained a mortgage from the Tynemouth Victoria 
Jubilee Building Society.  The amount borrowed was £250, and was paid back at the rate of, 
£2.9s.10d.per month. 

A photograph in the Blyth News dated 10th of September 1953 shows four members 
laying the concrete foundations.  Building materials were obtained as and when required.  A 
few bags of cement were bought from the local builder’s yard and bricks either bought, or 
“gifted” from the demolition of the old colliery workshop.  A bricklayer, Mr J Sprat, [Mr 
Dalley’s brother in law], was engaged.  Mr Sprat crossed on the ferry from Blyth, and his fee 
was his fare! [although he did receive £20 on the building’s completion].  Two members of 
the club who were joiners completed the roof and other woodwork including, lockers and 
small tables.  Even so, the newly built club house was fairly Spartan, with open rafters and no 
ceiling until the mortgage had been paid off.  

Stories about the early days included:  making huge enlargements on  paper pinned to 
the wall, which was then laid flat on the floor and sponged with developer.  The paper was 
then sponged with fixer and then hosed down! 

For many of our present day members, such goings on would be a far cry from their 
own careful and precise adjustments in Photoshop, or other  software editors.  That is not to 
say that the darkroom workers of the past were not equally diligent.  The wet darkroom for 
many is still a place where the art of photography can excel. 

Our present day club includes a wide section of the community, with members both 
working and retired.  The membership, like many clubs has increased due to the popularity of 
digital cameras.  We are fortunate in having a relatively young membership, [well, their 
younger than me anyway!].  It could be said that a younger membership is more familiar with, 
and is more ready to take on the advanced technical knowledge and processes available to 
present day photographers.  That may be the case, but I have not noticed reluctance among the 
majority of older members at Cambois to acquire new skills.  



This may be one of the reasons why, over the past season Cambois has seen success, 
especially in interclub competitions.  The winning of four of the interclub competitions 
Cambois Camera Club entered in the past season has given a tremendous boost to the clubs 
image and internal self confidence.  The flow of work of a high quality in both PDI and Prints 
continues to be entered in club competitions with, encouragingly, new work of high quality 
coming from older members as well as the younger element. 
Stan Dixon, 
President, Cambois Camera Club. 

[Many thanks for the research of Mrs Patricia Riddell, Secretary and Treasurer, Cambois 
Camera Club]. 
 
 


